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pllowing factsi

peTnlssiod to uss spproximetely
: _ barrel of oil in gas lift epera~
i : 18 L rmined that under the facts -
Ly -1‘ i' mum-r o das & mount /of gas in oerder to produce
BLag eyrt 9f water that has to de pro-
! 1, ana. ha hy well Jprabably will bo aban-
saunot bc prodused by gas lift, After the gas is
. : peratidn, it will be recovered in an
m dolivtrei $0 & plpe line for use
DOses. The gas which will be used is

% your Yetter you refer to the prw.taiana of sube
Section 7 of Article 6008 of ?emon's Annotated
tich reads as follows:

mﬁuur of eitlisr mwest or sour gag or casinge
R “head satny Bay use the gsame as gas 1ift in the dona fide
b1 Y produstion of oil where such gas im not used in excess of
b 1Y ten thousand {(10,000) oubio feat per barrel of oll produced;
G el that 12 order t0 prevent waste in any case where
R fasts in suoh case warrant it, the Commiasion may pomu
B the use of additlenal quantitiss or gas to lift oil, proe
DERN ¥ided all gush gas so used ixn excess of ten thousand (10,000) °
T e fuble fest for each barrel of oil skall be processed for
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"when same 1s reproduced.™

In v&éw-or the provislons of Article 8008 quoted
abm“ you ask sur opinion with reference to the followling
questions '

"Hay the commission permit the uase of either sweet,
sour or easinghesd gas in gas lirt operations in excess
of 10,000 ouble feet per berrel of oil produced where
suoh gas, after baving been used in gas 1lift opera~
tions, 1a recovered at the wellhead and utilized for
light and fusl purposes?” :

Our answer %6 your gquesticn ls that the Railrocad

Conmtsaion mey permit the use. of swest, sour, or casinghead

gas 1n gas XirY operations in excess of 10,000 cubic feet
per darrel of oll produnoed, where such gas, alfter having deen
uded in such gas lift operations, is recovered et the wellhead
snd utilized for light and fuel purposes. : '

?hs'ahsuar.ta”yaur‘qnnntion &cptnds_upon the sonstruc-

‘tion of Subseotion 4 of Seeotien 7 of Article 6008, refsrryed to

above} that is, whether the legislature;, in saying that excess
ggn. after being used ror-gnQ'lltt,_ahall be usad for the mamiw
facture of natural gasoline and carbon hlack, intended that
suoh excess gas oan be . used for no othery purpose. Ve 4o not
bulievs that it was intended by the last olause of this subspeo-

tion to require that gas, whioh might be used origlnally for

1fght and fuel purposes, must, after being utilized for gas
1ift, be umsd only for the msnufacture of patural gasoline and
earbon black. ¥%e balliere that sueh conetrusticn would apply
ths rule of expresic upius eontrary to the genaral intentlion

of the statute, as manifested ir other provisions af irticle
6008, It is woll settled that the rule of sxpresio uniu
should be applied only to aid in the effeotuation of the legie~
ative int&ug. See. 39 Tex. Jurls. 188} compare Danclger 0§
fefining Company v, Rellroad Oommission, 49 3. ¥. .

‘Seotion 7 of Artiocle 6008 undertakeas to state the
purposss for whieh the various kinds of gas can be used. The

‘:&iat permissible use of sweet gas is for light or fuel. (See

gspotion 1{a) of Seection 7, Artiocle 6008,) sSwest gas cannot
gguaily be use ,ror‘carhonrbingk. dub, if ite natural gesoline
is extracted, the residue must be returned to the horizon from
whioh 1% is produeed., (See Subsection 1(d) of 3ection 7,
Ayticle 6008), On the other hani, sour gas may be used for

all of ths purposes for whigh sweet gas may be used, and also
for the mamifactire of carbon black. (8ee Subssction 3 of
Sectlon 7, Article 8008}, Casinghead gas may be used "for

eny beasficlal purpose, whioh includes the manufaoture &l
Datural gasoline.* (Se¢ Subseetion 3 of Sectlon 7,irtlicle 4008.)
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 Eonorable Johm B. Taylor, Page 3.

It is evident from Article 6008 that the Legislature
yegarded ths use of gas for light or fusl as delng its highest
or most valuable une from the aoolal point of view and that
the legislature for this reason most severely restristed the
use of sweet gas, which ia eapeclally adapted to use for light
or fusl. Compars Hénlderson Go v. Thompsen, 30C U, 8. 2%8,
884, In providing swae Sour or cas ad gas may de
wsed for gas lift and that t.ha exceas over 10,000 cublc feet
of gas per dbariel of oil *"shall be processed ror natural gaso-
line and the residue burnsd for carbon black,™ the Leglslature
was merely providing that ia this omoptionai instance, the

residus, even in tha case of =weel gas, oould be burned for
mbon black, instead of belng returned to the horizon Irom
whioch it is produced, whisch would ordinarily de thes rule as %0
sweot gas under the provisions of Subseotion 1(d), Seotion 7,

‘Artiele 8008, In other words, the lntention of the lsgislature

in this particular instance was to relax the rule agalnst the

uge of swest gas for the manufasture of oarben bdlack, and not

t0 prohibit the use of resldue gas for any other leas wasteful,

lawlful purpose. Ve balieve that the provisions of Subsections 1

through 3, Section 7, Article 6008, whioh psrmit the originaluuse

or sweat, souy or casinghesd gas for ligit or fuel, are applicable
in this oe to permit the use of residus gas for 1ight or fuel,

tttor the gas has been utilized for gas 1ift.
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